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A Message from Kyle Hatch, NYBC's Interim
Executive Director
Hello all,
Riding season is officially in full swing and I am thrilled to be joining the New York Bicycling Coalition as
the Interim Executive Director during every biker's favorite time of year. This won't be my first rodeo with
the NYBC - I joined the organization as an intern in 2015 before moving on to become a Special
Projects Coordinator in 2016, and eventually the 2017 Bike Summit Coordinator. While some of you may
be familiar with me from my previous time with the organization, now is as good a time as any to
introduce myself and give some background.
In 2013, I collected my childhood bike from my parents' garage and went on my first bike ride in nearly a
decade. I instantly reconnected with the joy that I felt on a bicycle as a child and the next year I found
myself riding across the State on the Erie Canalway Trail with a small group of friends. From that
moment I was hooked - to me the bicycle became much more than a recreational toy.
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I returned to college at SUNY Albany to study bicycle transportation in an academic setting and quickly
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found myself shocked at the current state affairs. From 2001 to 2017 nearly 110 people were killed
daily in motor vehicle crashes in the United States, and vulnerable road users like bicyclists and
pedestrians continually represent a disproportionate share of those fatalities. This cannot continue to
be the case.
The NYBC's mission to facilitate safe bicycling across the State of New York is something that has
resonated with me since the day I rediscovered bicycling. With the rise of shared mobility, micro mobility,
and autonomous vehicles that mission is now more critical than ever.
As I settle into this role I am eager to develop new partnerships and grow existing relationships as we
work towards making New York State a safer and more enjoyable place to ride. I have seen the passion
in this community before. I know that together we can make great strides in propelling New York State
towards becoming a national leader in bicycling, and I could not be more excited to be a part of the ride.
Sincerely,
Kyle Hatch
Interim Executive Director

NYBC at Bike Expo New York

We had a great time at Bike Expo New York with our partners from the New York State Tourism Industry
Association and Parks and Trails New York as we spoke to folks about the many great trails, bike routes and
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A highlight for us at the Expo was when Angela Tang won a folding bike donated to the Expo by NYBC and our
Board Treasurer, Ken Fagut. Angela recently moved to the U.S. and learned how to ride a bike in Bike New
York’s learn to ride program. Angela has wanted a folding bike, but she couldn’t afford one -- she couldn’t be
happier, nor could we!

Special thanks to NYBC’s dynamic board duo, Elyse and Marty Buchman who represented NYBC at the Bike
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=0579b2d875
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Expo both days and then rode in the rainy, yet fabulous 5 Boro Bike Tour on Sunday!
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May is Bike Month!
Since 1956 the League of American Bicyclists has sponsored Bike Month to showcase the benefits of biking. No
matter why you ride, Bike Month is a chance to celebrate the bicycle and encourage more folks to give biking a
try.
National Bike to Work Week will take place from May 13-19, and National Bike to Work Day is Friday, May 17th!
We encourage you to reach out to friends that don't normally bike to work and ask them to join you for a day of
riding so you can show them why you ride. Bike commuting has become increasingly popular over the years and
the momentum will continue to build if we all work together to expand biking's audience.
Learn more about bike month via the League of American Bicyclists

A sample of upcoming bike month events throughout the state:
Capital district: CDTC Bike to Work Day challenge
Central New York: Onondaga Cycling Club Ride Calendar
Hudson Valley: Bike Friendly Kingston Bike to Work Week Competition
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=0579b2d875

6/10

11/7/2019

🚲 Your NYBC Bike News, May 2019 🚲

Subscribe

NYC Metro: Transportation Alternatives Bike Home from Work Party

Past Issues

Translate

Southern Tier: United Way Fresh Cycles Weekly Workshops in Binghamton, Bike Walk Tompkins
events in Ithaca and Tompkins County,
Western New York: Ride to Work with GoBike Buffalo and Reddy Share, City of Rochester Bike
Month Events
Share your Bike Month events or stories with us on social media:
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram

To support safer cycling in NYS donate to NYBC here
We hope you enjoy Bike Month! As always - ride safe and have fun!

Sea Cliff Elementary School Bike to School Day
The Sea Cliff Elementary School located in Sea Cliff, NY was in full swing for Bike Month. On Monday May
6th Board member Daniel Flanzig, in conjunction with the New York Coalition For Transportation Safety and
Cohen’s Children’s Medical Center, hosted a Bike and Pedestrian Education program for grades K-5. Two days
later, Sea Cliff students participated in National Bike to School Day where over 100 children commuted to school
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=0579b2d875
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In addition to Bike to School Day in May, International Walk to School Day is held every October. Why not
reach out to your local school district about these events?

Governor Nominates DOT Commissioner
Governor Cuomo recently announced the nomination of Maria Therese Dominguez as the New York State
Department of Transportation's new Commissioner. Dominguez has held numerous government positions
since 2007, and according to her LinkedIn she spent some time at a political consulting firm specializing in
grassroots organization for advocacy campaigns. Her appointment will need to be approved by the NYS Senate
before stepping into the role. NYBC is keeping an eye on this developing story!
NYBC has a positive working relationship with the NYS Department of Transportation, which we expect to
continue when a new Commissioner is in place.

Riding Slow in Buffalo
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GoBike Buffalo is continuing its annual tradition of hosting slow roll rides in the City of Good Neighbors with
three rides scheduled this month. Slow Roll rides began in Detroit and have since expanded into a global
network of rides. They have been taking place in Buffalo since 2014 as a way to bring together people from all
walks of life to reconnect with their communities on a bicycle. Unsurprisingly given the name, the pace of these
rides are slow and serve as a great way to get people who may not typically ride on a bicycle and riding safely
within a group. If you're a Western New York native, or just happen to be visiting on a Monday when the rides are
hosted make sure to grab a friend and take a cruise through the City!
Learn more about Slow Roll Buffalo here.

Calling All Suffolk County Residents!
Suffolk County has launched an interactive map as a public input tool for their Hike + Bike Master Plan. If you live
in the county this is a great way to provide feedback that will guide the County through the development of this
new plan. If you know of a street, intersection, trail, park, or destination where there is an opportunity for better
biking share it on the map and help make it a reality!
You can access the interactive map here.
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=0579b2d875
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Tell us about what's happening
in your neighborhood
NYBC is proud to partner with regional and local advocates who work tirelessly towards ensuring
bicyclists and pedestrians are safe, respected, and fully integrated into their local communities'
transportation system.
We want to hear about successes, challenges, and opportunities in your area! Our goal is to
share stories from around the state and encourage an exchange of ideas.
Email NYBC
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